20   MONSIEUR BERGERET IN PARIS

" To-morrow you will be in Paris," said
Monsieur Bergeret to Riquet. "Paris is a
famous and a generous city. To be honest,
however, I must point out that this generosity
is not vouchsafed alike to all its inhabitants. On
the contrary, it is confined to a very small
number of its citizens. But a whole city,
a whole nation resides in the few who think
more forcefully and more justly than the rest.
The others do not count. What we call the
spirit of a race attains consciousness only in
imperceptible minorities. Minds which are suffi-
ciently free to rid themselves of vulgar terrors
and discover for themselves the veiled truths
are rare in any place ! "